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regular, and the secretion of urine much increased ; her general appearance was 
altogether much improved. He advised her to continue the medicine, increasing 
the dose of the ioduret to four grains thrice daily until he saw her again, which 
was in the beginning of May; she was then better; still the fluid had increased 
in some degree, hut not to the extent it had done on former occasions. The 
tumour was diminished in size. She was ordered to persevere with her remedies. 

Mr. T. saw her again in June ; she was so altered in her appearance that he 
scarcely knew her as the same individual. She said she had walked, on two or 
three occasions, about half a mile out of the town, and could make herself useful 
in the house, which she had been unable to do for upwards of three years. The 
fluid had considerably diminished, and the tumour also. “ I still requested her,” 
says Mr. T., “to persevere w'ith the remedies, which she did until August, 
when 1 had the pleasure of seeing her at my house (in Ripon), so much im¬ 
proved in appearance as quite to astonish me. Once pale and emaciated in the 
extreme, she now bore the aspect of an individual in the enjoyment of sound 
health. I again examined the abdomen, and found the enormous tumour dimi¬ 
nished to less than one-fourth its former bulk; the fluid had entirely vanished ; 
the catamenia had appeared on two occasions; her cough had entirely ceased ; 
the breathing was perfectly free; the appetite good; her bowels regular; the 
pulse natural; she had recovered her usual muscular appearance, and said she 
had not been so well for some years. She had been out making hay during the 
summer, and felt no inconvenience from it. I advised her still to take one dose 
of the ioduret daily, which she did for some time. 

“ She called upon me the following spring, and was in the enjoyment of good 
health. She told me that she had done all the work in house for some time, had 
got up in the mornings at two o’clock to wash, and that she thought of com¬ 
mencing a school for the benefit of herself and children. 1 have seen her twice 
since the above period; the last time was on the 13th of September. She 
said that she continued quite well; the abdomen was reduced to its natural size ; 
she is capable of undergoing her accustomed avocations without inconvenience ; 
in fact, she declares that she never was in better health.”— Prov. Med. Journ., 
Nov. 11, 1843. 

31. Amputation of the Leg — Vessels so diseased as to preclude the use of liga¬ 
tures — recovery. By J. P. Mackesy _A man 45 years of age, who had been 

for many years subject to a chronic ulcer of the leg, with extensive caries of 
the tibia, whilst drawing on his stocking snapped his tibia across. Amputation 
was advised, but the patient refused his assent. After seven weeks suffering, 
however, finding that there was no effort whatever at reparation, the heel 
sloughing from pressure, which no change of position could obviate, and that 
he was threatened with bed-sores, he at last consented to lose the limb, his 
general health obviously declining from long confinement, pain, and profuse 
suppuration. 

The ordinary circular operation was performed on the 15th of June below the 
knee, but in securing the vessels peculiar and unusual difficulty was experienced 
from the extreme state of disease of the arterial coats. The vessel first tied 
crackled under the ligature like an egg-shell, and the hemorrhage went on as 
freely as ever from the edge of the vessel, where constricted by the ligature, 
instead of the open mouth. Several ligatures were applied, including some of 
the surrounding cellular substance with each vessel, but with no better success, 
and in order to secure the main blood-vessels they were surrounded with a plunge 
of a curved needle through the muscular structure about them, but even with 
this precaution the vessels cut across, and would not bear the constriction 
sufficient to obliterate their calibre. Under these circumstances, Mr. M. was 
reduced to the alternative of using firm pressure with graduated compresses of 
sponge over the vessels and face of the stump, (which was kept semiflexed, 
using the front of the knee-joint as a point of counter-pressure round which to 
apply the bandages,) and dispensing altogether with the use of ligatures: from 
day to day the case progressed satisfactorily. The pressure of the bandages 
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was relaxed by degrees, and the sponges cut away piecemeal, and on the 17th 
day from the operation all the compresses were removed without any hemor¬ 
rhage whatsoever. Convalescence, (as might have been expected) was tedi¬ 
ous. The patient was discharged from the hospital with a good stump, and 
in better health than he has known for years. In dissecting the vessels of 
the amputated limb they were found converted into perfect cylinders of bone, 
scales of osseous matter peeling off with the lining membrane of the artery 
when macerated, the course of these bony scales corresponding with the fibres 
of the middle coat of the vessel .—Dublin Med. Press, 27th Sept. 1843. 

32. Disarticulation of the ramus nf the lower Jaw, without opening the cavity 
of the mouth. By James Syme, Esq.—About the middle of July, in passing 
through Dumfries, I was asked by Dr. Blacklock to see a lady who was suffer¬ 
ing from a tumour of the face. She was between 30 and 40 years of age, and 
had enjoyed good health until the preceding summer (1842), when her friends 
remarked that she had become thinner than before; and she noticed some un¬ 
easy feelings in the left side of her face. The jaw was impeded in its move¬ 
ments, twinges occasionally extended from the ear to the temple, and she 
experienced pain from resting her head on the affected cheek. In the month of 
December, as these symptoms had not diminished, but rather increased, and 
become associated with a hard swelling in the situation of the parotid, the ad¬ 
vice of a medical friend was requested, in regard to her complaint, and the 
gland being naturally looked upon as the seat of it, leeches, followed by blis¬ 
ters, were repeatedly applied without producing any good effect. The pain, 
stiffness, and swelling had continued to increase with accelerating rapidity, so 
as at length to excite the apprehension of there being a growth from the bone. 

On examination, I found that the swelling occupied the situation of that part 
of the parotid gland which lies over the ramus of the jaw. It presented a 
slight convexity of circular form, about an inch and a half in width, extending 
from the zygomatic arch downwards, and backwards to the mastoid process. 
The consistence was so firm, that it could not be distinguished from that of 
bone. The jaw could not be expanded, so as to separate the edges of the teeth, 
and when moved to the slight degree still permitted, seemed to carry the swell¬ 
ing with it. On putting my finger within the cheek, I felt that the tumour 
encroached considerably on the cavity of the mouth, but did not extend farther 
forwards than the wisdom tooth. From the observations which have now been 
stated, together with the history of the case, concluding that the tumour in no 
respect, except the peculiarity of its seat, differed from those that of late years 
have so frequently been removed with success, by excision of the lower jaw, I 
advised the operation to be performed without delay; and a few days afterwards 
the patient arrived in town for the purpose of undergoing it. 

On the 25th of July, assisted by Mr. Goodsir, I made an incision from the 
zygomatic arch, down along the posterior margin of the ramus, slightly curved, 
with its convexity towards the ear, to a little way beyond the base of the jaw. 
Having then dissected the parotid gland and masseter muscle off the surface of 
the jaw, I divided it immediately behind the wisdom tooth, by means of cutting 
pliers, after notching it with a saw. As the ramus, upon this being done, did 
not as usual become more movable, I searched for the reason of its fixture, and 
found that the tumour had extended inwards and backwards, so as to rest upon 
the pterygoid and styloid processes, and completely lock the bone into its place. 
Having contemplated difficulty from this source, though not to the same extent, 
I had provided a strong pair of tooth forceps, with which the ramus was seized 
at its divided extremity', and forcibly drawn outwards, while I divided its mus¬ 
cular connections, as they were successively brought within reach of the knife. 
In this way the tumour was detached, and turned out quite entire. It possessed 
the ordinary texture of fibro-cartilaginous growths proceeding from bone. 

The operation was thus completed with wonderfully little disturbance of the 
face; there being no division of the facial artery, only partial detachment of the 
masseter, and internal pterygoid muscles, and no wound of the mucous mem- 



